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Multistakeholder Policy Development
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GNSO Policy Development Process



   | 6

Additional Provisions from the ICANN Bylaws

Notice
The ICANN Board shall notify the GAC Chair “in a timely manner of 
any proposal raising public policy issues on which it or any of the 
Supporting Organizations or Advisory Committees seeks Public 
Comment, and shall take duly into account any timely response to that 
notification prior to taking action.”

Rejection
GAC Consensus Advice “may only be rejected by a vote of no less 
than 60% of the ICANN Board, and the GAC and the ICANN Board 
will then try, in good faith and in a timely and efficient manner, to find a 
mutually acceptable solution.”
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2.3 New gTLDs - Why is this important to governments?

Looking ahead at the next round of new gTLDs

Importance to Governments - 

Before reviewing the GAC efforts in this important public policy area, it is important to 
highlight why there is so much interest in them from governments around the world 

● Top Level domains (TLDs) can serve as an element for developing a country or region’s 

economy and society (business development as Internet economy grows, taxation, 

communications, government services, etc.)e.g., ICANN community (e.g., GNSO Guidance 

process working to fashion Applicant Support capabilities)

● As “names”, TLDs are closely linked to the promotion and protection of intellectual property 

(prompting need for rights protection mechanisms of various forms (e.g., UDRP, etc)

● TLDs have substantial public safety implications: measures that aim at an appropriate level of 

DNS security in new and existing gTLDs, Internet can be a source of substantial good but also 

criminal activity that must be addressed)

● TLDs can have substantial geographic connections 

● Participation in ICANN by governments is important to develop mechanisms that preserve or 

protect important  public policy interests (e.g., early warning and GAC Consensus Advice)
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2.3 New gTLDs - Why is this important to governments?

Looking ahead at the next round of new gTLDs

Importance to GAC -
While a next round is “inevitable”, when, how and under what conditions the next round(s) of 
new gTLDs are conducted are the subject of extensive policy development discussions

● ICANN Community discussions regarding the next round of new gTLDs (often referred to 
as “subsequent rounds”, or “SubPro”) are primarily focused on determining the 
application rules for the next round of new gTLDs

● The outcome of the current Operational Design Phase will be the basis for policy/rules 
governing the next phase of gTLD expansion.

● Consequently, the next round of new gTLD applications is a fundamental and high priority for the 
GAC.

● To date, the GAC has been closely involved in every step of the PDP process
● The GAC formed a Subsequent Procedures Focal Group (evolved into email group of interested 

Members and Observers)
● Many GAC representatives participated directly in GNSO Policy Development effort
● Many GAC Members contributed thoughts, language and text for GAC Public Comments
● Most recently the GAC is focused on:

○ Monitoring the current Operational Design Phase Pilot effort - The outcome of the ODP will 
be the basis for policy/rules governing the next phase of gTLD expansion.

○ Preparing to engage in dialogue with GNSO to identify potential resolution of differences 
regarding the specific issue of closed generics

 



   | 11

2.3 New gTLDs - Why is this important to governments?

Looking ahead at the next round of new gTLDs

Key GAC Priority Topics/Issues -

● Clarity and Predictability of Application Process - 

● Public Interest Commitments (PICs) & Global Public Interest

● Applicant Support and Participation of Underserved Regions

● Closed Generic TLDs

● GAC Early Warnings and GAC Advice

● Community Based Applications

● Auctions Procedures
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2.3  Next Steps

Looking ahead to next round - what should governments look out for in 
next six months?

Although the Operational Design Phase will not conclude until later this year, in the meantime there 

are a number of opportunities for GAC member governments to participate on these important 

issues, including:

● Engage in the GAC on potential GAC Advice re SubPro recommendations (while the GAC 

Communique is the primary vehicle for GAC advice, circumstances between now and ICANN76 

may present the need and/or opportunity for intersessional advice or other input from the GAC)

● Engage in the GNSO Guidance Process (GGP) on Applicant Support (roles of GAC appointee or 

observer to the effort). 

○ Applicant Support is particularly critical to entities in developing regions around the world

○ Work of the GGP will “pull forward” consideration of the appropriate processes and 

mechanisms that can be done in parallel with the current ODP - allowing  more time for 

development and implementation of actual applicant support processes 

○ Particular issue areas to be discussed by the GGP include: 

■ Education and Awareness about the next rounds

■ Metrics - how to keep track and assess success

■ Potential funding support - what could it include
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2.3  Next Steps

Looking ahead to next round - what should governments look out for 
in next six months? (continued)

● Engage in the upcoming GAC/GNSO dialogue on closed generics (as reports and 

information are provided by current GAC designees)

● Engage with national/regional communities to identify potential interest for applying 

for new gTLDs in next round - as demonstrated by previous new gTLD round 

experiences and results - outreach, notice and awareness to local and regional 

businesses communities are critical as early as possible.
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2.3 New gTLDs - Resources

Useful Background Reading

● GAC Policy Background - Subsequent Rounds of New gTLDs

(with accompanying GAC scorecard of Key Issues) -

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vyPq5ve6DX0MHWhXBRU0IwBUwY

Tst-LsD0TAxyd7_l0/edit#

● Governmental Advisory Committee Comment on Subsequent Rounds for 

New gTLDs Draft Final Report Public Comment Proceeding - 1 June 2021 -

https://mm.icann.org/pipermail/comments-gnso-gtld-subsequent-procedur

es-final-outputs-22apr21/attachments/20210601/6e13bf77/GACCommentF

INAL-SubproFinalOutputsforICANNBoardConsideration-0001.pdf

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vyPq5ve6DX0MHWhXBRU0IwBUwYTst-LsD0TAxyd7_l0/edit#
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vyPq5ve6DX0MHWhXBRU0IwBUwYTst-LsD0TAxyd7_l0/edit#
https://mm.icann.org/pipermail/comments-gnso-gtld-subsequent-procedures-final-outputs-22apr21/attachments/20210601/6e13bf77/GACCommentFINAL-SubproFinalOutputsforICANNBoardConsideration-0001.pdf
https://mm.icann.org/pipermail/comments-gnso-gtld-subsequent-procedures-final-outputs-22apr21/attachments/20210601/6e13bf77/GACCommentFINAL-SubproFinalOutputsforICANNBoardConsideration-0001.pdf
https://mm.icann.org/pipermail/comments-gnso-gtld-subsequent-procedures-final-outputs-22apr21/attachments/20210601/6e13bf77/GACCommentFINAL-SubproFinalOutputsforICANNBoardConsideration-0001.pdf
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